Carotid artery puncture, airway obstruction and the laryngeal mask airway in a preeclamptic patient.
We report a case of a preeclamptic patient with a difficult airway in whom attempted central venous cannulation led to inadvertent carotid artery puncture and dilatation causing immediate life threatening upper airway obstruction. The use of the laryngeal mask airway was life-saving on two occasions when other techniques of airway management had failed. We discuss the series of events that led to this critical incident and suggest areas in which management might have been improved.